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“WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE PUMPHOUSE?  By D. C.

Can we / why can’t we paddle there? I just want to set up a few wires.”

As most of you are no doubt aware, Jamie Cartwright, Michal Staniszewski and myself representing the Club, met with Mayor Chiarelli and his entourage in early January. Joseph Potvin, representing Whitewater Canada was also in attendance. As a result, the City endorsed the site as a training facility.
Much work remains to be done. Construction will continue this spring, after the snow melts, with completion of the embankment stabilization on the northeast side at the bottom of the bowl. A new sidewalk will be installed under the Pooley Bridge arch, and tree planting and other landscaping measures will take place. 
Because of this, the site remains the responsibility of the site contractor, and it is unrealistic to imagine that any contractor would take on the liability risk of having recreational paddlers of all ages on a construction site. 
This construction will be completed sometime this summer. However, the water will be shut off from early July to late fall at the earliest, for replacement of clean water pipes from the Lemieux filtration plant to the Fleet Street Pumping Station and Station upgrades. This is a $52 million dollar project. As such, we have been promised access in spring of 2006. 

The City and consulting engineers, Robinsons & Associates have been extremely accommodating. They have made every effort to duplicate the existing shoreline and eddies in every way possible. The new embankments are finished with rounded fieldstone on a 45 degree slope. Over $2 million has been spent to date on contaminated soil removal and embankment stabilization.  
In consultation with the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, we are fairly confident that the contractor will slot in armour stone steps into the water every 10 meters or so, on both sides of the tailrace for easy access. The City has also agreed to installing 3 inch-diameter/10 foot-high steel posts every 10 meters along the length of the site at the edge of shoreline pathways, thus allowing us to cable the whole site and permit easy installation of cross-wires and gates. The 2 meter wide pathways running almost the full length on both sides should be a boon for coaches and spectators.
 We are requesting that riprap be placed around the bases of all the obstacles to prevent erosion. Also, several obstacles require replacement or tune-up as they have settled or been removed during recent construction. Again, the City engineers appear receptive to our requests. So that’s the good news.

The City of Ottawa Recreation and Parks Department are responsible for our continued use of the site as a training facility. This is a completely new sport for them. They are understandably concerned about liability and risk to the general public at this site. As such, they are in the process of developing a plan and a legal framework to permit our continued use of the site in 2006. 
At present, their tentative plan is to fence the whole area so that the public cannot be too close to the water’s edge, and we will presumably have a key to a gate. As I have told them, I am of two minds about this arrangement. From a Club perspective, who could complain about having your own private secure paddling facility in downtown Ottawa? My concern is that the general public shouldn’t be denied access to a unique and historically important piece of public property. 
While we would like to have slalom participate in the Ontario Summer Games scheduled for Ottawa next summer, the Recreation & Parks Department are presently reticent to permit any events on the site. The department also has concerns about the impact the new O-Train route (on Albert running east-west, just south of the pumping station) will have on us.  
We are also attempting to negotiate permission to replace the shipping containers with a prefabricated building (at our cost), with a capacity for several hundred boats, and changing rooms. Parking also remains contentious. The Recreation and Parks Department are planning a meeting with the paddling community sometime in mid-April on a weekday evening location and time TBA. Watch for it in your e-mail. 

In the meantime, we have to get by with our flat-water gates, occasional sojourns to whitewater slalom sites and getting back to our roots, e.g., paddling more rivers. With a little luck 2005 should be a good year, and 2006 will be over the top.  

THE ATHENS SLALOM COURSE

While we were (and still are) very preoccupied with our slalom course facility, I had the opportunity last August, when I went to Athens for the Olympics, to experience the most recent addition to the world’s new slalom venues, the one they built there for the Olympics. That course is probably in the most unlikely location for a white water course that could ever be imagined. Its final location apparently was not the original choice. They actually thought of building it near Mount Olympus, but that site was cancelled. Instead, it now sits on the runway of the old Athens international airport, south of the city, near Piraeus. The course is about 200 meters inland from the Mediterranean, which serves as the source for the white water. Its cost: close to $50 million. (Ottawa is spending some $52 million on new water pipes from Lemieux Island to the Pumphouse. Hey, that would be just enough to get our slalom course up to the latest Olympic standards…) 

But never mind the location or cost. According to the Canadian paddlers who competed there in the Olympics, the course is the best they ever raced on. My personal impression is the same. Even though I never paddled on that course, it beats all other slalom courses that I have visited over the past decade and half, natural or artificial, such as Tacen, Augsburg, Seo d’Urgell, Bourg St. Maurice, Minden, Penrith, etc. Well…for that price, it should be the best! 

I have put a few of my photos of the Athens course in a PowerPoint slide show which anyone interested in slalom course design can view on the Club web site. The specific URL is www.cyberus.ca/~orrpaddler. 

NATIONAL TEAM TRIALS by D. C.

I’ve had a very good response to requests for volunteers for trials at the end of May. We could still use a few selfless souls to help with results and timing. There is a place in heaven for those of you willing to fill this void. I will be sending out a tentative assignment list in the next week or two, and wish to have all assignments confirmed by the end of April. Remember, we will cover camping and meals for volunteers for the weekend.         

If there is enough interest, we may have a boat and lifejacket measuring session in early May for Club racers. This avoids those last minute surprises when you find out your new boat is underweight and the fancy lifejacket doesn’t float. 

A word to the wise: download your entry and waivers from the Club website now, and don’t miss the May 2nd early deadline. Late entry deadline postmarked May 9th  or later is considerably more expensive.

CHAMPLAIN – BATE’S ISLAND  SHORE STABILIZATION PROJECT

After postponing it for a couple of years, NCC is now poised to resume the project. Funding appears to have been put in place, and work could start as early as the fall of 2005. Between now and then, a number of options will still have to be worked out. The ORR Club’s readiness to provide input into the shore stabilization aspects (both engineering and landscaping) has been communicated to NCC staff again.  

 
The Club presented a detailed summary of our concerns and suggestion to the NCC, in November 2002. The paper concluded: “The National Capital Region is blessed by nature with many outdoor recreational and sports options. The white water sites are just as excellent and well known as are the cross country skiing and the mountain biking venues, to mention only a few. There are very few large urban areas anywhere else that can offer such an abundance of easily-accessible, high-quality outdoor facilities. This project offers a real option to restore and, perhaps, enhance one of the finest urban kayak facilities. The paddlers of the region, as the main users of the Bate’s Island rapids, look forward to contribute to the planning process.” 

The complete (updated) paper which we sent to the NCC is available on the Club webs site. (www.cyberus.ca/~orrpaddler) 

NEWS ON THE STREET
A few of the new boats have surfaced around town. The jury seems to have concluded that there is no loss of hull speed, and markedly faster turning ability, secondary to lower turning resistance with the shorter length. This is best suited to the smaller, narrower artificial courses. Anybody wanna buy a slightly used Optima cheap? 

On the national front, Shawn Pearce, who was the national coach based in Chilliwack, has returned to Britian. Good luck Shawn. With 3 years to Beijing,   new blood should have time to make an impact. Should we be looking for a French Connection? Ottawa is in the enviable position of having two level 4 coaches, Michal Staniszewski who shares national coaching duties, and Jennifer Gratto, who juggles her national position, kayak school and junior coaching responsibilities. The future looks bright. 

CHAMPLAIN – BATE’S ISLAND, POTENTIAL USES OF THE OLD RESTAURANT
NCC staff are distinctly interested in receiving suggestions from us as to the potential future uses of the building. They might be interested in retaining at least part of the structure, and re-establish it for some useful service to the public, consistent with the overall use of the park.

Back in 2002, some paddlers suggested that the building be converted into a paddlers’ Club house, with boat storage, showers and toilets, meeting rooms, and common area with some kitchen facilities. That, of course, was a bit of a pipe dream, as there exists no Club or organization that could look after maintaining such a facility.

An alternative to this model was also floated at the time, which tried to address the cost of maintenance aspect. This would have involved offering rental space to a number of interested out-door equipment retailers, outfitters, adventure schools, kayak schools, etc. within the building. The argument was made that the location would lend itself to such things as boat testing, teaching, preparation for outings, outdoor retail boutiques, etc. The rental income would be sufficient to pay for the maintenance of the building, and for carrying the cost of at least some facilities for paddlers such as washrooms, meeting rooms, lounge, perhaps also some boat storage for an extra fee, etc. 

If anyone out there is interested to work out some options along these lines so that we can submit them to the NCC, please get back to the Club, preferably within the next couple of weeks! 
CLUB NEWS

The new Club executive was elected / acclaimed unanimously at the AGM before Christmas. They are Ron Ridley – treasurer; Jim Tayler, director (safety); Mark Illing, director (racing); Steve Pomeroy, director; Jennifer Gratto, director; and Doug Corkery, President. 

I will attempt to make similar arrangements for parking this year at the Petite Nation and Upper Ottawa. Stay tuned for updates.

Membership renewal time is upon us again! Remember to send in your membership promptly and legibly; please print your e-mail address. Our weekly email broadcasts have information about events, Club trips, Club projects, parking restrictions, etc…and you won’t receive them without a valid email address. (The Club entry/renewal/waiver form is attached to this news letter; it can also be found on the Club web site, and is printable.) 

PROBLEMS AT CHAMPLAIN PUT-IN  by Tyler Lawlor

There have been recent complaints about erosion at the put-in. 

I had a look yesterday (29Mar05), and there seems to be a lot of ice still.  Whether or not the erosion is occurring due to paddler traffic could be argued.  The tons (literally) of ice and snow peeling away from the shore, I think, would be a little more likely to blame than the paddlers. As well – we are seeing "tourist/casual" visitors with children, having a picnic, picking up and throwing any morsel of rock or stick lying around into the water… but I digress.
I am not sure if putting in a little further upstream is any better?  I think the only solution is obviously pouring nice concrete steps in the embankment, at the top of the put in. I think we can only make people aware and ask them to take care when putting in. I will happily make up a sign, of course with shameless self promotion by level six, asking boaters to be aware when putting in and try not to loosen rocks or earth etc.   

